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The key working principle of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,  

Tuberculosis and Malaria is that it supports treatment of HIV, Tuberculosis and  
Malaria and prevention of these diseases 

 
 

December 1 – The World AIDS Day 
 

The World AIDS Day was established after 
the Summit of the Ministers of Health of the 
countries of the world in 1988 called for raising 
public awareness, which is the only opportunity 
for AIDS prevention. With the support of UN, 
World Health Organization (WHO) announced 
December 1 to be the World AIDS Day. One of 
the main reasons to establish such a day is to 
create an opportunity to unite effective HIV 
campaigns to coordinate local efforts and 
strengthen global response measures as well 
as to expand and strengthen role of citizens in 
fighting this disease. 

Each year December 1 is marked as 
World AIDS Day also in Azerbaijan. Spreading 
in the whole world, this epidemy gets wider 
scale. HIV/AIDS issue being the pressing 
challenge in Azerbaijan as well, is under 

constant control of the Ministry of Health. 
Azerbaijan is among the countries with low HIV 
acquisition rate, where epidemy is mainly 
spread among injecting drug users relating to 
high risk group. According to statistic data, 453 

new HIV cases were found and registered in 
Azerbaijan during 11 months of 2012. From 
1987 when the first HIV infection was found in 
Azerbaijan until December 1, 2012, 3720 
people, who proved to be HIV-infected were 
officially registered by the Republican AIDS 
Center. A number of activities to prevent this 
infection are carried out in the country with the 
support of the Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan 
Republic and Global Fund HIV Program.  

tədbirlər:umdüna AİDS Gü 
World AIDS Day Activities 

 
During November-December 2012 on 

the eve of AIDS Day, educational 
actions/events and activities in Baku and 
regions have been organized by the Republican 
AIDS Center, the Global Fund and a number of 
international and local organizations. 

Number of activities were conducted by 
many NGOs working within the Global Fund 
HIV Program: 

“Temas” Regional Development Public 
Union continues with “Harm reduction among 
most at  risk population groups” project. The 
main purpose of the project the public union 
implements is to reduce harm among labor 
migrants relating to high risk group on HIV as 
well as strengten care and assistance to such 
migrants. Within the framework of the project, 
the event was organized on November 30, 
2012 among labor migrants temporarily settled 
in campus owned by “AzerInshaat” construction 
company in Dehne village of Agdash region, 
who have already benefited from the project 
last year. “What is HIV/AIDS?” presentation 
was delivered at the event and disease, mode 
of infection and precaution rules were 



explained. Considering that over 300 labor 
migrants work in said campus, “What is HIV”, 
“Sex is not equal to risk”, “Sexual infections”, 
“Tuberculosis” leaflets and brochures have 
been distributed. 

It is worthwhile noting that keen interest 
was shown by migrants to such meetings. They 
also pay more attention to health of themselves 
and their relatives. 

Subsequently, public awareness 
campaigns among general population were 
organized on December 1 by “Gazakh” 
Regional Development Resources Public Union 
in Gazakh and Agstafa regions. In Gazakh and 
Agstafa markets, regional hospitals population 

were informed by volunteers of organization of 
“What is AIDS” and “Hepatitis” and distributed 
with educational brochures. 400 (four hundred) 
brochures were distributed. 

At that day “West-Resource Civil Society 
Development Support” Public Union joined the 
educational campaign and carried out a number 
of activities at Gazakh region. Initially, topic-
related Q&A session was held with, and HIV-
related information was provided to employees 
of “Sinig Korpu (Broken bridge)” border 
checkpoint adjoining the Georgia. Then, about 
500 educational materials were distributed by 

border checkpoint employees to departing and 
arriving foreigners. Moreover, within the 
framework of the campaign, 20 young people at 
bus station and tea houses were informed 
about the ways of protection from such serious 
disease and updated with latest topic-related 
statistics. 

On November 29 Harm Reduction 
Training for Sumgayit city psychologists on 
activities at secondary schools devoted to the 
Day of December 1 was held by "Woman 
initiative and support to solving social problems" 
Public Union. The event was attended by 38 
school psychologists in total. Various topic-
related questions were answered. 

Drug addiction and AIDS event among 

pupils of 7-11 class was held on November 28 
at Children Creativity Center No27 functioning 
under school No126 of Binagadi district. Having 
delivered introductory speech at the event, the 
school management call for the pupils to flight 
jointly and be careful with AIDS, which is a 
disaster for the whole mankind. Having made a 
speech at the event, representative of 
Republican AIDS Center Natig Zulfugarov 
spoke in detailed about AIDS and ways of 
transmission of HIV infection. N.Zulfugarov said 
that there are over 33 million HIV-infected 
people in the world. Relevant state 
organizations in Azerbaijan carrries out solid 
and effective work against AIDS. N.Zulfugarov 
emphasized the importance of regular 
educational activities in society and among 
youth in particular to prevent AIDS. 

After a number of speeches were 
delivered, pupils were distributed with 
infromative brochures and booklets and AIDS 
video was demonstrated. It should be noted 
that activities run until December 10. 
 

Initial draft recommendations were 
submitted to the country by the Global Fund 

Office of Inspector General (OIG) 
 



As you know, diagnostic review to 
identify and share positive 
experiences/successful practices on grants 
allocated to Azerbaijan Republic, to determine 
key risks on grant programs and establish risk 
mitigation recommendations was held in 2012 
by Global Fund Office of Inspector General 
(OIG). Three grants of the Ministry of Health 
(HIV, tuberculosis and malaria) and one TB 
grant of the Main Medical Department of the 
Ministry of Justice were reviewed and relevant 
recommendations were made. 
 Diagnostic review team witnessed 

positive experiences/successful practices 

regarding implementation of grant programs. 

Such observations included continuous growth 

on government funding for three programs, 

improvement of the program on wide 

control/monitoring over tuberculosis in prisons 

with directly observed treatment shortcourse 

(DOTS) component and effective national 

malaria control program. Nevertheless, a 

number of risks were also identified. 

Improvement of activity of HIV, tuberculosis and 

malaria laboratories, quality control or ensuring 

foreign quality evaluation, further improvement 

of national strategy plan and regulations on 

each of three diseases can be mentioned 

among recommendations sent to the country. 

All recommendations are being discussed at 

meetings of the Working Group of the CCM  

and response on recommendations will then be 

submitted to the Global Fund. 

Initial evaluation of Malaria National 
Reference Laboratory to be established in 
Republican Hygiene and Epidemiological 

Center was conducted 
 
One of the purposes of malaria project carried 
out in our country with the support of the Global 
Fund was establishment of Malaria National 
Reference Laboratory on the basis of 
parazitology laboratory of the Republican 
Hygiene and Epimediological Center. It was 
intended to invite experts knowing requirements 
of the World Health Organization and being 
able to apply those requirements in practice in 
order, as a first step, to evaluate current 
condition of the existing laboratory and identify 
scope of activities to be carried. To perform this 
important activity, head of Reference 
Laboratory of the National Center of 

Parazitological Diseases (Bulgaria) Nina 
Tsvetkova was invited to our country during last 
quarter of the previous year. During the visit 
N.Tsvetkova held a number of meetings with 
specialists working in the field of parazitology of 
RHEC and got closely acquainted with work of 
RHEC parazitological laboratory. Along with 
this, she raised number of important proposals 
and recommendations related to development 
of standard operational procedures (guidelines 
and regulations) and other regulatory 
documents, which are provided to be 
implemented in national reference laboratory as 
well as to improve  skills and capabilities of 
laboratory specialists. As a result of the visit, 
N.Tsvetkova prepared detailed report on 
current status of RHEC and led the process of 
development of 12 various standard operational 
procedures (SOP) to be implemeted in the 
reference laboratory. It is expected that the 
work performed by N.Tsvetkova will contribute 
to improvement of the activity of RHEC malaria 
laboratory and in future will play positive role in 
certification of the Reference Laboratory by 
WHO. 
 
Ministry of Health’s Project Implementation 
Unit announced AIDS grant competition for 

2013-2015 
Within the framework of the Global Fund 9 
Round HIV Program second phase, the grant 
competition for expansion of harm reduction 
projects among most at risk population groups 
and implementation of projects to strengthen 
care and support to HIV-infected persons was 
announced on December 6, 2012. Relevant 
announcement was placed in “Respublika” 
newspaper, announcement and requirements to 
grant recipients and project proposals were 
placed at www.azerweb.com, www.ccm.az, 
www.gfatm.az, www.hrn-az.org websites. The 
information sessions for NGOs intending to 
apply for competition were held on December 
13 and December 17 and NGOs were informed 
in details about competition conditions and 
requirements raised to NGOs and projects by 

http://www.azerweb.com/
http://www.ccm.az/
http://www.gfatm.az/
http://www.hrn-az.org/


the Global Fund. Deadline for submission of 
project proposals was December 23, 2012. 38 
project proposals by 34 organizations were 
received during this period. The subreceipients’ 
election committee under CCM was established 
to evaluate project proposals. It should be 
noted that along with NGOs, which previously 
participated in the Global Fund project, various 

NGO organizatons of the country were also 
involved to the competition. Projects will cover 
different regions of the country including Baku. 
Information sessions are provided to be held for 
participants prior to commencement of projects. 
The decision rendered by CCM experts on the 
projects will be announced by the end of 
January. 
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