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The key working principle of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,  

Tuberculosis and Malaria is that it supports treatment of HIV, Tuberculosis and  
Malaria and prevention of these diseases 

 
 

Organization of trainings for penitentiary’s 
medical staff 

 
The training on “HIV prevention and harm reduction 
programs in prisons” for penitentiary service and 
Main Medical Department’s employees organized 
within the Global Fund HIV Program by the Main 
Medical Department of the Ministry of Justice 
(MMD) was held on 28 March - 04 April 2012. The 
main goal of the training is to build relevant skills 
and capacities of medical staff for HIV prevention 
and harm reduction programs in penitentiaries. 
Each training course was held during two days for 
employees of penitentiary service and MMD’s 

separate category employees in 6 groups (each 
consists of 20-25 persons). Trainings were attended 
by 80 penitentiary service employees and 30 MMD 
employees and each attendee was issued with 
certificate of attendance at the end of the course. 
Lectures on such topics as raising awareness 
among medical staff and convicts, main ways of 
HIV, hepatitis and other STI transmission in 
penitentiaries among IDU users, main indications for 
application of opioid substitution therapy, syringes 
exchange program, overdose prevention and 
management, organizing the work with released 
convicts etc. were delivered by international expert 

Larisa Pinteley invited from the Republic of 
Moldova. 

Analysis of questionnaires was held before 
and after the trainings and it was revealed that 
topics were learnt by participants/attendees at high 
level. 

At the end of the training test sheets to 
evaluate knowledge were given to attendees. So far 
(to date), 165 persons of medical staff in 
penitentiary system attended trainings on this topic. 
 
Global Fund representatives’ next visit to Baku 

 
On April 16-19, 2012 ex-Fund Portfolio Manager 
Sandra Irbe, Fund Program Officer Samantha 
Huffman and newly appointed Fund Portfolio 
Manager Tatiana Vinichenko visited Baku. During 
their visit it was discussed implementation of the 
Round 9 HIV and Round 7 TB grants with the 
Project Implementation Units of the Ministries of 
Health and Justice. 
The Fund representatives held discussions on 
coordination of current/existing procedures and 
effective implementation of all relevant activities to 
achieve stenghtening of the several project 
components with regard to completion of the 1st 
phase and launching of the second phase of 
HIV/AIDS project. 

In addition, with regard to TB issues Global 
Fund representatives touched upon various topics 
at a number of meetings with working groups of TB 
projects of the Ministries of Health and Justice. 
Supervision will be made by MH PIU to develop and 
sign bilateral memorandum to track released 
convicts who didn’t completed TB treatment. Under 
agreement signed recently with IDA organization, 
within GF 7th round TB project 2nd line drugs for 670 
medicine-proof TB patients will be purchased and 
demand of penitentiary sector in these medicines in 
2013 will be met by PIU under these agreements. If 
needed in future, MMD’s TB Training Center is 
ready to provide relevant trainings to civilian sector’s 



medical staff. During the meeting WHO 
representatives shared the issues revealed for 
improvement of such aspects as laboratory 
treatment outcomes, ACSM (advocacy, 
communication, social mobilization) and Human 
resources and Operational reserach as well as 
relevant recommendations. 

The newly appointed Portfolio Manager for 
Azerbaijan Tatyana Vinichenko having closely 
familiarized with works carried out on projects spoke 
about future activity improvement perspectives, 
shared her thoughts on taking effective steps for 
more efficient works. 

During the visit, guests met with several 
partners of the projects, Republic AIDS Center, 
CCM Secretariat, LFA representatives. 
 
The seminar on contemporary issues of malaria 

took place in Moscow 
 
A group of doctors/physicians of the Republican 
Hygienic and Epidemiological Center attended the 
international seminar held in the First Medical 
University named after I.M.Sechenov in Moscow on 
19-27 April, 2012. The specialists from Russian 

Federation, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and our country 
discussed current malaria situation in CIS member 
states and main anti-epidemiological measures to 
be taken in CIS countries. Seminar participants 
attended the lectures of experts engaged in malaria 
field and took part at pratical lessons (skills building 
sessions). Azerbaijani doctors/physicians delivered 
a special presentation at the seminar and raised a 
number of interesting thoughts with regard to 
malaria elimination measures/activities. 
Doctors/physicians representing our republic are 
very pleased with lessons learned (knowledge 
gained) at the seminar and express their thanks to 
the Ministry of Health including PIU management for 
creating such an opportunity. 
 

Treatment and management of HIV-infected 
convicts in penitentiaries are planned to be 

made completely by MoJ MMD 
Presentation of the guideline “Detection, prevention 
of HIV and organization of medical assistance 

among persons and convicts in penitentiaries of 
Azerbaijan” with joint support of UN’s HIV/AIDS 
United Program (UNAIDS) and Main Medical 
Department of the Ministry of Justice of Azerbaijan 
Republic was held in Ambassador Hotel on 25 April 
2012. Employees of the Penitentiary Service and 
Main Medical Department of the Ministry of Justice 
of Azerbaijan Republic, management staff of the 
Republic AIDS Center of the Ministry of Health of 
Azerbaijan Republic, GF HIV Program specialists 
and UN AIDS focus group representatives, who 
were brought together at the meeting, made an 
exchange of views and opinions on application of 
HIV prevention (prophylactics), treatment, harm 
reduction programs in penitentiaries. Head of Main 
Medical Department of the Ministry of Justice of 
Azerbaijan Republic Rafael Mehdiyev, having 
delivered an introductory speech at the event, 
informed that HIV infection epidemy growth trend is 
observed in Azerbaijan and convicts are one of the 
driving forces of this epidemy and underlined that 
the importance of implementation of HIV infection 
prophylactics and treatment activities in 
penitentiaries. According to him, such 
measures/activities are carried out jointly with 
medical personnel of the Republic AIDS Center 
from 2007. Prevention, treatment, care and support 
of HIV-infected convicts from 2012 are planned to 
be provided only by MMD of MoJ. For this purpose, 
the guidebook on “detection, prophylactics and 
organization of medical assistance of HIV-infection” 
for penitentiary service’s employyes has been 
prepared with the support of UNAIDS and 
distributed among participants. Then, having 
delivered a speech, Director of the Anti-AIDS Center 
Hagigat Gadirova informed all the participants in 
details about the dynamics of HIV transmission in 

Azerbaijan, developments and achievments stages 
of AIDS service, ways of detection of infected 
persons, application of tests, prophylactic measures 
carried out among convicts, as well as underlined 
that only joint efforts can help to prevent such a 
hard disease. According to her, results of conducted 
studies showed that 61% of HIV-infected people in 
the country are getting infected by using injection 
drugs. 



In second half of the day participants were 
informed about guidelines in details, all questions 
were answered and discussions were made. 
 

25 April is World Malaria Day 
 

According to the World Helath Organization, 
currently this disease is present in 106 countries 
and 40% of the world population face malaria 
infection risk. Only in 2011 malaria killed 655000 
people around the globe. It should be noted that 

important achievements on malaria protection have 
been obtained in the whole world last years and this 
disease decreases yearly by about 5%. Important 
measures under slogans “Let’s strengthen our 
achievements! Let’s safe the lives: let’s fund anti-
malaria activities!” are carried out nowadays 
throughout the world. 

Malaria elimination strategy is successfully 
being implemented in our country. A number of 
articles covering activities carried out in our republic 
against malaria has been published in recent days 
in the country’s media. Articles published in “Echo” 
newspaper (20 and 25 April 2012) and in “Zerkalo” 
newspaper (25 April 2012, 
http://www.zerkalo.az/2012-04-25/society/28893-) 
can be given as an example. 

 
Implementation of LSBE in regions is being 

continued 
 
Training for secondary school teachers in our 
republic’s regions on “HIV/AIDS and STI prevention 
for secondary school teachers” is carried out since 
2007 up to now. From Janauary to April this year 
trainings were held in Agstafa, Beylagan, 
Dashkasan, Samukh, Shamkir, Tovuz, Ganja, 
Goygol, Saatli, Sabirabad, Imishli, Ismayilli, 
Zagatala, Gazakh, Gakh, Sheki regions. It should 
also be noted that monitorings of trainings held 
relating to in Gakh, Zagatala and Sheki as well as of 
general situation on LSBE were conducted and 
relevant recommendations were given for the 
outcomes. 

 
 
Harm Reduction Network intends to act as Sub-
Recipient in implementation of GF HIV projects 

 
As you know, in September this year OSI-AF will 
stop its grant activity in Azerbaijan. OSI-AF is one of 
the main Global Fund 9th round HIV program sub-
recipients and carries out implementation of the 
harm reduction component within the program 
jointly with NGOs. Considering that after OSI-AF is 
closed, NGOs will be continuing their activity as 
subrecipient in the HIV project second phase, HIV 
program’s PIU specialists held a meeting with 

representatives of Harm Reduction Network’s and 
with a number of NGOs engaged in this activity. 
Programs on distribution of sterile materials and 
personal protective equipment among high-risk 
population groups, involvement in substitution and 
ARV treatment, as well as programs on raising 
awareness about HIV/AIDS, legal and psychological 
assistance and rehabilitation have been carried out 
within the project by NGO so far. During the meeting 
with PIU representatives, with the purpose of 
continuing implementation of HR activities in 2nd 
Phase of HIV, the NGOs engaged in harm reduction 
activities discussed all the issues they were 
interested in and as the result it was decided that 
some of NGOs will apply to PIU individually and 
some will unite in bigger NGOs. While submitting 
letter of intent for participation in second phase, 
NGOs shall firstly conduct their own internal 
assessment and then the next assessment process 
shall be carried out by PIU. 
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