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The key working principle of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,  

Tuberculosis and Malaria is that it supports treatment of HIV, Tuberculosis and  
Malaria and prevention of these diseases 

 
 

Discussion of final version of the protocol on 
PMTCT 

 
On January 9-13, international consultant 

Igor Semenenko made his next visit to Baku. A 
number of meetings were held during the visit with 
working group within the program “Integration of 
prevention of mother-to-child HIV transmission to 
antenatal services”. As such, the meeting on 
“Management of prevention of mother-to-child HIV 
transmission (PMTCT)” with participation of the 
working group took place on January 13. 
Discussions were held during the meeting among 
participants on producing of final HIV PMTCT 
protocol and training of professional 
specialists/experts to conduct PMTCT counselling 
and testing. It should be noted that the final 
protocol, which provides for duties and obligations 
of medical personnel and states methods and aids 
of antenatal and perinatal care on HIV PMTCT was 
discussed. Specifics of antenatal and perinatal care 
at various HIV infection stages have been analyzed. 
Job descriptions with regard to postnatal duties of 
pediatrician, HIV examination period and 
identification of HIV with a child have been also 
stated in the protocol. Trainings on “Counselling and 
testing on prevention of mother-to-child HIV 
transmission” for pregnant women are provided to 
be organized for the purpose of provision of quality 
conunseling and examination services. With this in 
mind, the proposal was made to prepare booklets 
and materials/printouts as well as translate 
antenatal care methods into Azerbaijani language 
and distribute them to specialists/experts. 
Important role of activities carried out towards 
objective assessment of reform-related works and 
effective decision-making in this field, evaluation of 
training of medical personnel, quality of services 
provided have also been noted at the event. 
Members of the working group emphasized that 
new services, along with their application in the 

institute of obstetrics and gynecology will also 
contribute to improvement of PMTCT integration. 
 

Holding of the HIV prevention and healthy 
lifestyle formation conference in secondary 

schools countrywide 
 

Within the framework of joint cooperation of 
the Global Fund and the Ministry of Education, the 
National Conference was held on January 31 in 
conference room of the “Ambassador” hotel on 
HIV/AIDS prevention and formation of healthy 
lifestyle in secondary schools countrywide as well 
as on implementation of Life Skills Based Education 

within the whole Republic. The conference with 180 
participants in total was attended by the deputy of 
Milli Mejlis of Azerbaijan Republic Malahat 
Ibrahimgizi, head of Strategic Analysis, Planning 
and Personnel management Department of the 
Ministry of Education Farzali Gadirov, Global Fund 
HIV Program employees, representatives of state 
authorities, non-government organizations and 
international agencies as well as teachers of 
secondary schools invited from Sumgayit, Ganja 
cities, Saatli, Imishli, Guba, Khachmaz, Aghstafa, 
Yardimli, Masalli, Shamakhi regions.  



Having delivered an opening speech at the 
event, Farzali Gadirov welcomed the participants 
and enlightened them on the purpose of the 
conference and on integration of Life Skills Based 
Education (LSBE) to the general education system. 
Such course promotes the right choice of healthy 
lifestyle among youth in Azerbaijan, refraining from 
bad habits, formation of feeling of self-confidence to 

resist negative impact of environment, to reduce 
risky actions to the extent possible. Farzali Gadirov 
informed participants on 6-year activity on the work 
carried out towards implementation of LSBE. If 
starting from 2006 LSBE course was taught in 25 
pilot schools only, already from 2011 it is taught as 
an elective in all secondary schools countrywide. 
Over ten thousand teachers were trained and 
obtained knowledge on LSBE during these years. 
According to him, the goal of LSBE National 
Concept is to develop in youth generation healthy 
lifestyle skills and living skills as well as mobilize 
society for this work. Being an integral part of the 
general education’s national curriculum, LSBE is a 
training course, which is able to contribute to 
development of society and promote proper 
formation of individuality. The program and 
methodic aids covering all classes of secondary 
schools have been prepared to perform this 
function. 

Then having delivered the speech, vice chair 
of the CCM Soltan Mammadov regarded 
implementation of LSBE as one of the successful 
reforms carried out in the country over the last years 
in healthcare and education sector. According to 
him, implementation of LSBE course in Azerbaijan 
takes a special place in the Global Fund reports to 
fight AIDS, TB and Malaria as one of successful 
examples. There was hope expressed that this 
process would be continued in future too. Employee 
of the Republic AIDS Center Dilshad Mahmudova 
noted in her speech importance of public awareness 
on HIV/AIDS, which one of the most severe 
diseases and further increase of efforts among 
youth on this regard. Namely from this perspective 
there was an emphasis put that implementation of 
LSBE in schools is very important and of a great 
significance. 

Then education employees invited from 
Baku and regions delivered their speeches on 
implementation of LSBE, enlightened participants 
on achievements and experiences gained in this 
field. At the end of the conference, participants 
continued their work by dividing into groups on such 
topics as challenges raised towards implementation 
of LSBE, perspectives, assessment of students’ 
knowledge in LSBE and role of the management in 
LSBE. The conference ended with presentation 
speeches.  
 

Selections were made to continue harm 
reduction activities in 2012 

  
To continue harm reduction and HIV 

prevention activities among high-risk group 
population clusters in 2012, selection was made 
among the current project contracting organizations. 
Election commission consists of OSI-AF experts, 
head of UNAIDS Azerbaijan representation, 
representative of Republic AIDS Center and PIU 
representatives of the GF HIV Program. 
Achievements of projects currently being 
implemented, results of monitoring, access to focus 
group representatives, quality of services provided, 
capabilities of organizations have been evaluated at 
election commission’s meeting. Under GF PIU 
recommendation, separate budget estimates were 
discussed for each organization provided that 
implementation of the standard budget for activity of 
organizations involved in HR would be taken into 
consideration. A number of new initiatives as well as 
further expansion to other areas is provided to be 
undertaken next year. As such, HR activities are 
planned to be started in Tovuz, Shamkir, Barda 
regions. Community-based rehabilitation and 
integration project for drug users is also provided to 
be launched in Ganja city. 32 projects in total have 
been supported for 2012 (13 of them, 
prevention/prophylactic services to IDU, 1 – legal 
services, 17 - SW, 3 – preventive measures 
between both SW and IDU, 1 – community for 
persons living with HIV, 1 – rehabilitation and 
integration community for drug users in Ganja, 1 – 
community center for SW and 6 palliative care 
project). 
 
Harm Reduction awareness and advocacy event 

in Hajigabul 
 

Within the framework of the Institutional 
Development project of the Harm Reduction 
Network, event on performance of advocacy 
activities on harm reduction in regions was held in 
Hajigabul city. 

The event took place with organizational 
support of Hajigabul Executive Authority. The 
purpose of the event was to enlighten on HIV/AIDS 
related legislation, harm reduction programs, Harm 
Reduction Network as well as to obtain support of 



official agencies for implementation of HR programs 
at local level. 

The event was attended by about 40 
representatives of healthcare, education, social 
protection, culture, law-enforcement agencies and 
Executive Authority entities. 
 
The Country Coordinating Mechanism (CCM) in 
Azerbaijan held meeting with non-government 

organizations and private sector representatives 
 

On January 24, 2012 the meeting of the 
CCM was held with non-government organizations 
and private sector representatives. Discussions 
were held during the event on decisions made after 
last meeting of CCM, issues discussed at working 
group meetings and at the same time issues 
discussed by the Secretariat of CCM, developments 
in Global Fund etc. 

 
Vice chair of CCM Soltan Mammadov informed 
meeting participants that NGO network to fight 
Tuberculosis was founded upon initiative of CCM 
Secretariat. According to him, although the network 
is new, many NGOs being a part of the network 
have already held intranetwork meeting within a 
short period of time. Then the presentation on key 
documents of CCM, main functions, membership in 
CCM, duties of the members, structure, meetings, 
conflict of interests, their types and occurrences, 
management, Control Plan, means to exercise the 
control, types, purposes and implementation 
scheme of local visits, target audience, transition 
funding mechanism was delivered at the meeting.  

On February 16, 2012, the workshop for 
CCM members was held by CCM Secretariat on 
CCM core functions and documents. The workshop 
was dedicated to train CCM members on the CCM 
guidelines and activities. The rights and 
responsibilities of CCM members were reminded to 
the workshop participants.  
During the workshop a presentation of each CCM 
document were made by CCM Secretariat. 
Questions were answered by CCM Secretariat 
regarding the documents and guidelines.  
 

Intensive courses were organized for NGOs on 
“Organization and management of outreach 

activity” 
 

Within the framework of the Global Fund HIV 
Program, trainings to coordinate activity of 
organizations, which will carry out outreach 
preventive measures on “Organization and 
management of outreach activity” between Baku 
and regional NGOs were organized in January-
February by Open Society Institute - Assistance 

Foundation for Harm Reduction project 
representatives. As such, the main purpose of the 
training, which was held in OSI-AF office on 
February 22, 2012, was to provide technical 
assistance to building, expansion and improvement 
of outreach activity. Such topics as building of 
NGOs outreach activity, coordination of project 
activities with healthcare agencies and other 
institutions, replacement of harm reduction projects 
and coordination with ARV treatment were 
addressed on trainings. During the training, 
participants were detailed on main principles of 
harm reduction projects in prevention of HIV/AIDS 
and Tuberculosis, profile of focus group and their 
needs for sterile supplies, building of in-patient 
departments and generally on rules of proper 
building of outreach activity at local level.  

At the end of the training, participants held 
discussions on building and development of 
outreach activity on above topics, on reporting and 
other directions.  

About 35 outreach workers in total were 
involved in working trainings. The same-name 
trainings are expected to be held in Imishli, Shirvan, 
Ganja, Gakh and Lenkaran regions starting from 
March. 
 
Carrying out of psychological consultation and 

education activity in penitentiary within the 
framework of harm reduction project 

 
As you know, starting from June 2011, 

activities within the framework of Harm Reduction 
project are carried out in medical units of several 
penitentiaries in Baku to inform and provide 
counseling among convicts on harm reduction. 
Psychological and consultation room operates at 
penitentiaries No.6 and 16 for this purpose. The 
purpose of anonymous psychological support room 
is to let convicts know on an individual basis of high 
HIV/AIDS infection risk during use of drugs in 
infection way, activities carried out towards harm 
reduction as well as identify psychological problems 



HIV vehicles, past drug users as well as other 
convicts encounter while they are in penitentiary 
and provide relevant consultation/counseling. 

There was a significant increase in number 
of applications during indicated period made by 
convicts to counseling cabinet in comparison with 
past period (July, August and September). 
Availability of stereotypic rules among convicts 
makes it difficult to share their lifestyle with each 
other. Ensuring of anonymity during organization of 
psychological service is of a great importance for 
convicts. Namely for this reason, number of 
applications for counselling is increasing.    

It should be noted that this activity is carried 
out by employees of Public Union “Youth for 
Development”. Presently, 126 convicts were 
informed of HIV/AIDS disease and psychological 
help was provided to those, who were in need of it.  
 
Conducting of voluntary counselling and testing 

(VCT) trainings for medical personnel 
 

Two-day “HIV/AIDS-related voluntary 
counseling and examination” training was held by 
Republic AIDS Center in “Irshad” hotel in Baku 
within the Global Fund HIV Program on February 
17-18, 2012. The event was attended by medical 
personnel of dermatovenerologic and narcological 

dispensaries as well as representatives of a number 
of hospitals. The main goal of the training is to 
strengthen voluntary counselling and testing 

activities in the country and to brief/coach medical 
personnel, who is in charge of provision of all VCT 
services at regional level. It should be reminded that 
presently there are 15 VCT points operating within 
the country. 

Pre-test anonymous questionnaires 
prepared by the center’s employees were 
distributed to all participants at the beginning of the 
event. 
On the first day of training, participants were 
enlighten on HIV-infection/AIDS diseases, and goals 

and obligations of the voluntary counselling and 
testing were explained. 

Second day of training was devoted to the 
topic “Stages, principles and methods of voluntary 
counselling and testing”. After speeches, training 
participants were actively engaged in working group 
discussions of disputed claims as well as 
interactively played games in groups in various 
roles. 

The survey made after the training has 
revealed that number of correct answers increased 
by 23%, number of wrong answers and number of 
unanswered questions decreased by 10% and 13% 
respectively. 

At the end of the training, participants were 
given with post-test forms to evaluate their 
HIV/AIDS knowledge and reports made were 
distributed in the form of multimedia presentations. 
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