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The key working principle of the Global Fund to Fight against AIDS,  

Tuberculosis and Malaria is that it supports treatment of HIV, Tuberculosis and  
Malaria and prevention of these diseases 

 
 

The 61st session of the WHO Regional 
Committee for Europe was held in Baku 

 
On September 12, Europe Regional 

Committee of World Health Organization has 
began its 61st Session in Baku. The President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
attended the opening of the session. General 
Director of the WHO Margaret Chan, 
representatives of the 52 member countries 
Health Ministries, heads of a number of 
prestigious international organizations and 
Azerbaijani medical specialists took part at the 
session. The aim of the 61st session of the 
WHO European Regional Committee was to 

improve health and help development of health 
in the European region. On the first day of the 
session, the Ministers of health of the countries 
and other high ranked health representatives 
were offered to approve 5 innovative fighting 
plans on violation of health and the health 
program covering the term till 2020 to improve 
health of people of all countries was discussed 
in detail. The new European policy Health-2020 
which aimed at improving the health of the 
population of all countries was discussed at the 

meeting. Health is an important key in all-round 
development of the society. Health-2020 will 
contribute to achieve this goal, and it proposes 
strategic management and organization of 
health protection, new forms for the reduction of 
barriers to achieve health protection and health. 
5 main plans refer to 5 main problems such as 
non-infection diseases (NID), alcohol abuse, 
HIV / AIDS, drug-resistant tuberculosis and 
resistance to antibiotics.   

The WHO General Director Margaret 
Chan especially noted that USD 30 billion is 
planned to expend for treatment of non-
infectious diseases in the world for the next 20 
years. “Health-2020” policy specifies new vision 
to health and luxurious life in Europe. 

 
“According to the principles of this policy, 
everyone should have access to full potential of 
his/her health” – the director of the WHO 
European Regional Office Zsuzsanna Jakab 
said. Health plays main role in comprehensive 
development of the society. “Health-2020” 
provides new formations to protect health and 
to minimize the obstacles to achieve health in 
organization of strategic management and 
health protection that will give its aid to achieve 



this aim. This policy will provide ways to 
improve health and prevent level of well-being 
of the population in Europe more following the 
social just.  

During a short ceremony in plenary, 
Zsuzsanna Jakab, WHO Regional Director for 
Europe, and Michel D. Kazatchkine, Executive 
Director of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria exchanged letters 
and initiated a joint operational plan for 
2011/2012. Speaking of this closer cooperation 
between the two organizations, Michel 
Kazatchkine stated: “Although the WHO 
European Region is facing tremendous health 
challenges, I also see great opportunities, such 
as the strong partnerships emerging between 
civil society and governments in some 
countries, better coordination between 
multilateral organizations (exemplified by the 
signing today), the commitment of many 
dedicated professionals to address health 
issues, and the increase in governments’ 
political and financial commitment to health. All 
these give me hope that we will meet these 
challenges by working together.”  
 

On September 15, the final day of the 
sixty-first session the Regional Committee 
adopted the Action Plan to address HIV/AIDS 
and a resolution adopting the action plan. 

The sixty-second session of the WHO 
Regional Committee for Europe will be held in 
Malta from 10 to 13 September 2012.  
 

The results of KAP survey among the 
prisoners were announced 

 
As you know, since July in the frame of 

the GF HIV Program there was held anonym 
Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices (KAP) 
research on HIV/AIDS among the prisoners in 
the penitentiary institutions. For this purpose 
was prepared standard questionnaire with 30 
questions. On September 26, 2011 in the 

conference hall of Europe Hotel it was held 
event for disclosure of the results of the survey. 
The medical employees of the penitentiary 
institutions, Main Medical Department of the 
Ministry of Justice, the specialists of the GF HIV 
Program and NGO representatives participated 
at this meeting. The project implemented by 
Youth for Development Public Union held 
research covered 1 female and 11 male prison. 
Approximately 10 000 prisoners are serving 
their terms in the mentioned institutions of 
confinement. The main purpose of the KAP 
research was to identify the level of knowledge 
and attitude of the target group about/to 
infectious diseases through standardized 
questionnaire which had to be filled in by the 
prisoners. Survey was made among 956 
respondents with the active participation of the 
representatives of Youth for Development 
Public Union and Main Medical Department of 
the Ministry of Justice, including administrative 
staff of the penitentiary system. There were 34 
women and 922 men among the respondents. 
The obtained results were systematized and 
then analyzed in a comparative way by using 
such categories as age, predisposition to 
pernicious habits, imprisonment period and 
other personal features. These analyses were 
made not only for identifying the risk level of 
HIV/AIDS spread in the prisons but also the 
survey was pursuing the goal to identify the 
level of awareness of respondents about 
HIV/AIDS and the preventive steps and to 
measure effectiveness of the awareness raising 
tools through various indicators. These 
indicators will create an opportunity to 
implement harm reduction program in prisons in 
a successful way and create recommendations 
for the strategy will be adapted to the conditions 
of the prisons under the penitentiary system of 
the Azerbaijan. 
 
Trainings on HIV treatment for the medical 

prison staff 
 

On September 23-24, 2011 in the 
framework of GF HIV Program in the Liman 
restaurant it was held two-day training on HIV 
treatment for the prisons’ medical staff by 
initiative of the Republic AIDS Center and the 
Main Medical Department of the Ministry of 
Justice. The main purpose of training was to 
increase knowledge of the medical staff in this 
field to apply Anti-retroviral therapy (ART) in the 
institutions of the penitentiary system. 
Presently, treatment of prisoners with HIV is 



carried out under control of the Republic AIDS 
Center. But in future this activity is expected to 
be realized by the Main Medical Department of 
the Ministry of Justice. The specialists of the 
Republic AIDS Center gave presentations to 
the health workers of 10 prisons on the clinical 
stages of HIV infection, secondary diseases 
regarding HIV-infection/AIDS, the principles of 
ARV treatment, prophylaxis and ARV 
medicines. Then participants discussed in 
groups the issues on attitude to ARV treatment 
and maintenance to ARV regime. On the 
second day of the training, the participators 

were presented treatment and prophylaxis of 
secondary diseases on the patients with HIV, 
organization of palliative care and protection of 
anti-epidemic regime in workplaces, and safety 
actions. At the end of the training, the 
participants were given test forms in order to 
evaluate their knowledge.  

At present, 169 HIV prisoners receive 
ARV treatment.  

 
Studies on HIV surveillance and size 

estimation among MARPs 
 
As you know, the Republic AIDS Center 

with the financial support of the Global Fund 
HIV Program carried out two projects on “HIV 
surveillance study among most-at-risk groups in 
high HIV prevalence regions in Azerbaijan” and 
“Size estimation survey among most-at-risk 
groups in Azerbaijan”. 

The first project “HIV surveillance study 
among most at risk groups in high HIV 
prevalence regions in Azerbaijan” is 
continuation of previously performed (in 2003 
and 2007) in the frame of WHO European 
Bureau project initiative second generation bio-
surveillance studies. In this regard on July in 
the frame of these projects, it was organized 
the training course on “Performance of HIV 
surveillance study and size estimation of most 

at risk groups”. Research is carrying out in 7 
cities and regions among 5 vulnerable groups 

of population (IDU, SW, MCM, street children, 
prisoners). In the project frame prevalence of 
HIV infection and similar by transmission routes 
infections (viral hepatitis B and C, syphilis) will 
be investigated and behavioral risk factors for 
transmission will be analyzed. In total 2300 
respondents were involved to the project.  

Second project is first time implemented 
on country level. The survey is carried out in 
Baku, Sumgayit, Ganja, Masalli, Shirvan, 
Lankaran, Hajigabul, Gazakh, Bilasuvar, 
Zaqatala among 3 vulnerable groups (IDUs, 
SWs, MCM) of population and totally 2050 
respondents were involved in this survey.  
 

PMTCT monitoring site visits to the 
maternity homes 

 
As you know, in July following trainings 

held for the health care staff of the Republic 
and regional prenatal centers. On September 
monitoring visits were organized in 4 maternity 
homes in Baku and 9 regions by the specialists 
of Republic Scientific-Research Institute of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. The aim of this 

monitoring was to organize the activity and 
provide support for prophylactic purpose in 
regions after trainings. The monitoring card was 



developed in HIV prevention of mother to child 
transmission in order to perform monitoring. 
The monitoring found out low level of 
prevention of mother to child transmission of 
HIV in the maternity homes. Organization of 
PMTCT in the maternity homes and integration 
between the obstetricians-gynecologists and 
neonatologists and the specialists of the AIDS 
Center are not in desirable level. Lack of 
specialists trained for counseling and ARV 
prophylactics, and insufficient number of 
protocols and clinical recommendations, as well 
as booklets and aids specified for population 
were found.  

On the prenatal system, only 2 
institutions in Baku city (Republic Prenatal 
Center and Republic Scientific-Research 
Institute of Obstetrics and Gynecology) are 
aware of the prevention of Mother to Child 
Transfer of HIV and have methods to conduct 
birth and caesarean operation in HIV-positive 
women, including skills to provide care to 
newborns.  
 
It is planned to hold such monitoring once a 
quarter in future.  
 
Grant competition was declared to organize 

the palliative care in the South regions 
 

On September, in the framework of GF 
HIV program OSI-AF declared grant 
competition for providing palliative care to 
patients in AIDS stage. Noted that the number 
of those who need palliative care is more in the 
regions, especially in Hajigabul, Shirvan and 
Lankaran cities. So, according to the report of 
the Republic AIDS Center, the number of 
persons and families who are in AIDS stage 
and need palliative care is more in the regions, 
especially in Hajigabul, Shirvan and Lankaran 
cities.  

 

Currently, 565 patients were covered 
with stationary and mobile services. Total 
number of PLWH covered with stationary 
palliative care was 64 patients and 501 patients 
received mobile palliative care. 
 At present, within the programs 
framework 954 family members of PLWH have 
been provided with psychological support. 
 

NGOs as main partners in the researches 
carried out in the country 

 
As you know Republic AIDS Center 

conducted researches in the Republic on HIV, 
STIs, risky behaviors among high risk 
population groups and size estimation (defining 
the number) of MARPs. Noted that OSI-AF also 
supports realization of these researches, NGOs 
working in the field of harm reduction participate 

as main partners and assist in carrying out 
research among focus groups which are close 
for official health institutions. For getting 
qualitative and reliable results, organizations 
have had special trainings and are working as a 
team with staff of the Republican AIDS Center, 
its regional laboratories and some central 
district hospitals. Following organizations 
participated in these researches: Baku, Sumgait 
and Shirvan branches of “ Struggle against 
AIDS” PU, “Development of mothers and 
children” PU, “Western Resource” PU, “Gazakh 
Regional Development Resources” PU,  “Legal 
Development and Democracy” PU, “Clear 
World” PU, “Gender and Progress” PU, 
“Healthy life and development” PU and “Care 
and support to people” PU. Researches include 
Baku, Sumgait, Shirvan, Hacigabul, Zaqatala, 



Lankaran, Masallı, Gazakh  and Ganja.  Results 
of the researches will help in future planning of 
harm reduction activities among vulnerable 
groups, getting detailed information on the 
number of vulnerable groups in the country and 
making some additions to the activity plan on 
fighting HIV/AIDS due to the needs. At the 
country-level researches participation of NGOs 

supported by OSI-AF as partners is 
acknowledgement of professionalism of the 
organization working in the field of harm 
reduction to be known by government 
organizations and great role of civil society in 
solving of social problems.  
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